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the complicated system of grouping the same, together with the addi- 
tional disadvantage of a remotely placed text, these costly volumes would 
seem not likely to be of the greatest practical advantage to students. 
Some of the historical deductions, such for example as those relating to 
the discoveries of Verazzano, the lost island of " Luisa ", the supposed 
voyage of Thomas Dermer through Long Island Sound in 1619 (based 
entirely upon a misapprehension of his allusion to what was assumed to 
be Hell Gate in the East River), are not likely to be accepted unques- 
tioningly by historical critics. 

Mr. Stokes's work contains a voluminous body of text and com- 
ments. In his preface he acknowledges the assistance of various per- 
sons in the preparation of these, but without specifically stating the 
portions attributable to individuals. It is evident that their conclusions 
may vary materially in critical value, and may require considerable 
further examination and research before they can be considered as estab- 
lished historical facts, and not merely personal opinions. 

An example of this is the somewhat ludicrous assertion that the 
prominent structure with a conical-shaped roof shown upon all the 
various forms of Mr. Stokes's " Prototype View " of New Amster- 
dam, and believed by most recent writers from its topographical situation 
to be the old Bark Mill, in the loft of which the first church services 
were held — is a hay barrack in the distance. The explanation of this 
curious notion appears from the newly discovered '"' Castello plan ", 
where in the general line of perspective of these views, but at a dis- 
tance of nearly half a mile behind the houses of the town, there appears 
a small object probably designed to show a Dutch hay barrack on the 
old Damen farm, about at the present Broadway and Cedar Street. 
That this small structure, adapted to the needs of a farm of no more 
than thirty acres or so, was visible at all from the point of view is suf- 
ficiently doubtful; but that its location was utterly inconsistent with the 
topographical features of the views, and that upon the beautiful "Pro- 
totype View " from the Hague, doors and windows are plainly enough 
depicted upon the building, are considerations which might well have 
caused some hesitation in enunciating such a singular conclusion as that 
in the text of the work. 

J. H. Innes. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer van 1623 tot 1636. Door Dr. J. Spinoza 
Catella Jessurun. (The Hague: Martinus Nijhoff. 1917. 
Pp. 213, xxv. 5 gld.) 

This work, which was originally submitted as a thesis for the degree 
of Doctor of Dutch Literature in Amsterdam University, is but one of 
many indications that have come to us within recent years of a revival 
of interest in Holland in the subject of former Dutch colonization in 
New Netherland. 
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The main object of the work is to present a contribution to the his- 
tory of this colonization in the form of a minute and systematic account 
of certain phases of the settlement of the colony of Rensselaerswyck 
which in the author's opinion have heretofore not been treated with the 
fullness they deserve in Mr. Nicholaas de Roever's well-known articles 
on " Kiliaen van Rensselaer and his colony of Rensselaerswyck ", which 
appeared in 1890 in Oud Holland. This object is accomplished in a 
series of chapters on such topics as colonization, agriculture, cattle, ad- 
ministration, and van Rensselaer's relation to the Dutch West India 
Company, which together give a detailed account of the steps that were 
taken by the patroon in building up his colony. Preceding this account 
there is a chapter entitled Kiliaen van Rensselaer's Preparation, in 
which the author briefly traces van Rensselaer's efforts in behalf of 
colonization during the period of his administration as a director of the 
Dutch West India Company, while at the end appears a sketch of van 
Rensselaer's character. The entire work is based primarily on the manu- 
script material that was first used by Mr. de Roever and that has since 
been published in English translation, together with a translation of 
Mr. de Roever's articles, under the title of Van Rensselaer Bowier Manu- 
scripts. Fortunately however the author has not confined himself to this 
well-known source of information, but also consulted other sources, 
more particularly some hitherto neglected records of the Dutch West 
India Company that are preserved among the general archives of the 
realm at the Hague. From these records, which include an important 
volume of minutes of the Amsterdam Chamber, 1635-1636, as well as 
the minutes of the Nineteen, 1623-1624, and various volumes of minutes 
and contracts, etc., of the Zeeland Chamber which are cited by Professor 
Burr in the Report of the Venezuela Boundary Commission, the author 
has extracted a number of facts that throw new light on minor questions 
connected with the settlement of the colony. Undoubtedly the most 
important item is the so-called Articulbrieff. of March 28, 1624, which 
sets forth the conditions on which colonists were to settle in New Nether- 
land. Another extract, of less importance, but worth mentioning because 
it has been chosen as the stopping-point of Dr. Jessurun's narrative, 
is a resolution of October 28, 1636, instructing the committee on New 
Netherland to find a suitable person for director-general in the stead of 
Wouter van Twiller. Still another item, taken from another source, but 
like the preceding extracts printed in full in the appendix, is the Dutch 
text of the letter from Isaac de Rasiere to Samuel Blommaert, which is 
given as written from New Netherland in 1626, although internal evi- 
dence shows that it was written from memory after de Rasiere's return 
to Holland, not earlier than 1628. Aside from this date, few errors are 
noted in the book, but issue might be taken with the author on a number 
of points that cannot be dealt with in this brief review. 

In so far as the work can be considered to be a biographical account 
of Kiliaen van Rensselaer, it is to be regretted that Dr. Jessurun has 
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not seen fit to extend the scope of his book so as to include a compre- 
hensive account of van Rensselaer's earlier career, both as a merchant 
and as a director of the West India Company. Although the city 
archives of Amsterdam are said to have yielded little that was to the 
author's purpose, it is reasonable to assume that among the notarial 
papers at Amsterdam and Leyden there are still hidden many business 
contracts and legal documents that would throw additional light on van 
Rensselaer's activities. As a further source of information, one might 
suggest the records of the Consistory at Amsterdam, in which van 
Rensselaer's name appears as that of an elder, and which might there- 
fore shed an interesting side-light on his religious life. Apart from 
these limitations, Dr. Jessurun's book is a work of considerable merit, 
which forms a welcome addition to the literature of New Netherland. 

v. L. 

History of the Society of Jesus in North America, Colonial and 
Federal. By Thomas Hughes, of the same society. Text, vol- 
ume II. From 1645 till 1773. (London and New York: Long- 
mans, Green and Company. 1917. Pp. xxv, 734. $8.00.) 
Previous volumes of this work were reviewed in this journal (XIII. 
597, XVI. 143). This volume shows the same characteristics which we 
had found in the preceding parts of the work : great industry, wide read- 
ing, zeal for the order whose history it discloses, a discursive and repeti- 
tious manner of narrating events, great acrimony against all who differ 
from the Jesuits, whether the opponents be fellow-members of the 
Roman Catholic Church, or whether they be Protestants. The book is 
often more of a polemic than a history and a polemic of sixteenth- 
century character, abounding in " all manner of uncharitableness ". The 
divagations make the book too long and are often irrelevant: for ex- 
ample, a statement that the Jesuits at St. Inigoes were driven out of 
their home (p. 58) leads to a page note upon the treatment of the Cross 
by the Puritans of New England and by Edward Gibbon. 

The account of the famous Maryland Toleration Act of 1649 seems 
to have been written without reading Davis's Day Star and a startling 
position is taken toward that act. The writer believes that the Catholic 
population had "dwindled into a minority" (p. 4) — though it is doubt- 
ful whether it ever was a majority — and that the act was intended as a 
''medicament for a moribund social polity" (p. 38) and was the "ex- 
piring gasp of a toleration practised from the first by the Catholic 
gentry of Maryland. As to Baltimore, no one knows whether he had 
anything to do with it" (p. 674). The "Catholic gentry" certainly 
practised toleration because of Lord Baltimore's instructions. 

Sometimes absolutely unwarranted assumptions are made. For ex- 
ample : a paper in the British records gives the boundaries of Maryland 
according to the charter, together with a date in 1656. It seems almost 



